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Beyond a short biography by Antonio Buiuo (Coimbra, 10
and an even shorter work by Edgar Prestuge (Watford, 1929), f
have been unable to discover any modern life-history of Albu-
querque, Articles on different aspects of his career of rounw abound
in various learned publications,

My own narrative does not claim to put forward any facts not
already well-known to the historian. It is little more than jt para-
phrase of what I find related in the chronicles, cheeked and sup-
plemented by the letters of Albuquerque himself and innumerable
contemporary papers. His career in India is particularly well docu-
mented, and may be followed almost from day to day, thanks to
the remarkable series published by the Lisbon Academy of Science,
This includes practically everything that ha$ survived of the
archives of India during Albuquerque's time -a wealth of material
out of which a dozen books might be compiled,

Incidentally, some of the most surprising facts of Albuquerque'*
career may be gathered, not from chroniclers who might ex-
aggerate, but from matter-of-fact prosaic papers written with no
eye oa posterity and dating from the actual moment of the evcuta
to which they relate. It is from such sources that I gathered my
account of the condition and equipment of the fleet with which
Albuquerque sailed from Socotra to his first conqueal of Ormuz.